
Mt Cook Community Survey – December 2020 

Thank you to all the people who contributed to the survey. 

The survey was open for two months from late October – late December 2020. It was publicised in 

the Mt Cook Mobilised e-bulletin, on the Mt Cook Connect Facebook page, in the Mt Cook Mobilised 

home-delivered newsletter, and on paper at afternoon teas. 56 people responded to the survey. 

The survey asked about: 

 groups and activities people belonged to in Mt Cook and surrounding suburbs, and ideas for 

groups/activities in Mt Cook 

 neighbours and neighbours events 

 community gardening and use of the Town Belt 

 what people liked about Mt Cook and ways in which the community could support them 

 

 

N.B. If you would like to start an activity or a group in Mt Cook, please get in touch for help to get 

started:  info@mtcookconnect.nz   

 

  

mailto:info@mtcookconnect.nz


Activities 

 

1. Do you/your whānau/flatmates belong to groups or activities that are 

based in Mt Cook? 

 

 

 

Response Number of 
respondents 

 

 

Yes 38 Around half of the respondents mentioned their affiliation to 
Mt Cook Mobilised and off-shoot groups (18). 
 
Other groups/activities mentioned often: 
 

 MCM offshoot groups Papawai Restoration Group, Predator 
Free Mt Cook, Newtown and Berhampore, Keep Mt Cook 
Clean (11 combined references) 

 sport & fitness groups (8) 
 
Each of the following were mentioned 3, or fewer, times: 
Massey University; Mt Cook School; Wellington High School; 
Howard Street Community Garden; Informal Mt Cook Street 
Art Group; Churches; Te Māra Preschool Playgroup; 
Neighbours’ get togethers/afternoon teas; National War 
Memorial 
 

No 18  
  



2. Do you/your whānau/flatmates, belong to groups or activities in the 

nearby suburbs? (e.g. Te Aro, CBD, Mt Victoria, Aro Valley, Newtown, 

Brooklyn, Vogelmorn, Berhampore?) 

 

 

 

Response Number of 
respondents 

 

 

Yes 30 The range of activities that people are involved with in nearby 
suburbs was broad. It is not the intention to list all of these, but 
to compare and contrast with the suggestions for what people 
thought could be run in Mt Cook. 
 

No 25  
 

Not stated 1  

 

  



 

3. What groups or activities would you/your whānau/flatmates be 

interested in joining in Mt Cook? 

The following ideas were contributed by 25 people. The 7 coloured blocks in the diagram below each 

relate to a category of activity that has been suggested (active lifestyle, classes, heritage & history, 

activities for children, sustainability, interest groups, for everyone). The number of times the 

suggestion was made is indicated by repeating the suggestion across the page. Suggestions made by 

3, or more, people are: history walks, football for children, learning about the environment, 

community gardening, and movie nights. Please get in touch if you are keen to help organise an 

activity or group    info@mtcookconnect.nz   

 

 
 

mailto:info@mtcookconnect.nz


 

Neighbours 

 

4.  Do you know some of your neighbours? 

 

 

 

Response Number of 
respondents 

 

 

Yes 53 95% said they knew some of their neighbours. Several have 
regular street/neighbours meet-ups. Some said they found it 
difficult to get to know people who are renting (short term 
leases, or when there are loud parties). 
 

No 1  
 

Not stated 2  
 

  



 

5. Would you be interested in attending a neighbours event? 

 

 

 

Response Number of 
respondents 

 

 

Yes 34 Suggestions included having a focus for the event, e.g. meeting 
families; having a BBQ, and the need for events to be well-
organised. Several commented on successful neighbours 
events they already attend. One person had tried to organise 
an event in the past, which was not successful. 
 

Maybe 19 Reasons for being unsure included busy lives; it would depend 
on what the event was; the effort to organise; and one 
respondent said that some neighbours are frightening. 
 

No 1  
 

Not stated 2  
 

 

  



Community Gardens 

6. Would you like to see more community gardens in Mt Cook? 

 

 

 

Response Number of 
respondents 

 

 

Yes 32 Suggestions included setting-up community composting, swaps 
and sharing schemes, food-based gardens for resilience; 
positive comments about the new community garden in 
Howard Street. Wright Street and the Chinese Embassy site 
were suggested as possible locations, together with a comment 
that you can never have enough gardens. 
 

Maybe 18 Several people said that fruit or vegetable gardens could be 
good. Another commented that there would have to be 
enough people enthusiastic to work on a new community 
garden for it to be worth doing, and another said that 
gardening conditions in Wellington can be challenging. A 
couple of people commented that they had a good-sized 
garden already, another said they would not have time to 
contribute, and one pointed out an unsuitable public green 
space. 
 

No 5 One person thought that there were already enough 
community gardens, and that they are not maintained. The 
other comments referred to being unable to take part due to 
being elderly or having a physical impairment. 
 

Not stated 1  
  



 

7. Would you be interested in joining a local community garden group? 

 

 

 

Response Number of 
respondents 

 

 

Yes 19 People commented that they are already gardening at the 
Papawai Restoration area. 
 

Maybe 17 May be interested if it was a child-friendly activity. Most of the 
comments related to having limited time, the availability of 
good sites may limit gardening opportunities. Some are not 
interested in gardening, although supportive of the concept. 
 

No 18 Comments related to health issues, already having gardening 
commitments and not really liking gardening. 
 

Not stated   
 

 

 

  



 

8. How do you use the green spaces in Mt Cook? 

The green space is used for lots of different recreational activities, from walking and biking to 

picnicking, dog walking, playing Frisbee, relaxing, teaching children, foraging, and more: 

 

 

9. Do you have other suggestions for how people can use the green spaces in 

Mt Cook? 

Some people said, what green spaces? Suggestions included a wetland to promote biodiversity, 

beehives, bee-friendly shrubs to nourish insects. 

Suggested activities included relaxation, tai-chi, grounding and other moving body exercises, 

pottery, regular local walks, music and dancing, picnics, sport, a holiday programme, and a bike track 

for children. 

Suggestions for improvements included gates and higher fences at the Mt Cook Play Area, better 

seating, well-designed vantage points, properly graded tracks, points of interest, a children’s play 

area at the Basin Reserve, and access to the gardens at the Govenor-General’s house. 

A suggestion to mark the end of the reservoir project was to hold a Carnival, something like a smaller 

version of the Island Bay Festival. 

 



 

10. How would you like to receive community updates in Mt Cook? 

 

 

11. What do you like about Mt Cook? 

Closeness to the city, nice people, diversity of population, character housing, green belt, as summed 

up by this word map created from the comments: 
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12. Is there something the community can do to support you? 

Types of personal support that were suggested included providing a homework program for 

children, offering transport to people, more group exercise sessions, and continuing the activities Mt 

Cook Mobilised already runs. One person said that Mt Cook Mobilised had been fantastically 

supportive since they moved to Mt Cook 10 years ago. 

At a community level there is a wish to generally continue to be good neighbours, to support 

Wellington’s growth and diversity, to model inclusion and community cohesion, and to welcome 

new neighbours through manageable, affordable housing, but also to find a way to retain the 

heritage of the housing stock in this old part of the city. 

Aspirational wishes were for Wellington High School and Massey University to provide outdoor 

recreational facilities, and maybe an indoor pool. The hope was expressed that there could be less 

old furniture, rubbish and broken glass on the streets, and for Mt Cook people to think and act in the 

interests of the long term (40 years +). Another wish was for the Adelaide Hotel to be developed or 

demolished. 

Suggestions relating to traffic included advocating for a proper pedestrian crossing outside Mt Cook 

School, for lower speeds on Hanson, Tory, and Wallace Streets, and to reduce through traffic in Mt 

Cook, retain on-street parking, improve public transport and enhance our microclimate. 

 

13. Do you have other ideas or comments to add? 

Comments in this section were wide-ranging, from appreciation of the work that Mt Cook Mobilised 

does on behalf of Mt Cook residents, through to installing traffic calming on Wright Street to reduce 

traffic speed, adding more car share parks and electric car charging points, having better bus routes, 

more cycle lanes, better footpaths and road crossings in some places; to WCC having a greater focus 

on removing rubbish and graffiti. The hope that rising house prices do not preclude families from 

living in Mt Cook was raised. 

Creating a directory of trades and service people in Mt Cook to support local people, and using more 

electronic flyers in preference to paper flyers were suggested. Contacting Massey about the 

possibility of using some of their outdoor spaces and atrium was suggested. Providing transport for 

older people to attend meetings was suggested. Other activities that were suggested are movie 

nights, dances, art and craft and pottery. 

One person noted that the survey took 20 minutes to complete, which they felt was time well spent. 

 

Location of respondents: 

The respondents were spread throughout Mt Cook. Many streets were represented by only one 

person. This “rainbow” map has been created to show the locations – where several people in a 

street responded, there is a coloured stripe of the rainbow for each response. N.B. This map is based 

on the 57% of responders who shared their address. 



 

  



Who answered the survey? 

Age of Participants 

 

 

 

Age Number  

Primary Schoolers 1 2% 

Secondary Schoolers 1 2% 

Tertiary Students 2 4% 

25-35 1 2% 

25-49 17 30% 

50s 9 16% 

60s 14 25% 

70-84 9 16% 

85+ 1 2% 

Not stated 1 2% 

 56 100% 

 

Please Note: There was an error in the age categories in the survey, whereby 25 – 49 years should 

have read 35 – 49 years.  
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Ethnicities of Participants 

 

Ethnicity Number  

Pākehā 46 72% 

Māori 3 5% 

Pasifika 3 5% 

Asian 3 5% 

European outside NZ 7 11% 

MELAA (Middle Eastern, Latin 
American, African) 1 2% 

Other 1 2% 

(Can select more than one)     

 64 100% 

Gender Identity 

Gender 
Identity 

Number 
  

Female 27 48% 

Male 26 46% 

Non-
binary 1 2% 

Not stated 2 4% 

 56 100% 

Suburb where you live? 

Suburb Number  

Kingston 1 2% 

Mt Cook 34 61% 

Mt Victoria 1 2% 

Newtown 1 2% 

Not stated 19 34% 

 56 100% 
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